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ITALY (short)
I, Two recent issues have led to bitter church-state comflict in Italy.

b ¢ 1

On 1 March court convicted Bishop of "criminal defamation of
character® for dencuncing as public sinners couple married ir
eivil ceremony instead of Church,
A, NRewspapers taking stroag stand on one side or other,
B, Situation poses dilemma for Christian Democratics,

1, %oli said on 3 March he was "sorry as a Catholice, but

thinks justice must take its course.,™

IIX, An anti-Vatican article written by former Fresch diplomat Peyrefitte,

in 23 February pro~Communist Paese Sera, Thie drew a Vaticar

protest to Italian government,

A, Foreign Trade MHianister Carli, the only independent in the
-Christian Democratic cabinet, reportedly offered hias
resignstion-~it was refused--after sending cordial letter to
Peyrofitte, a personal friend,
. If Yatican presses the issue it may still do the Christisn

Democrats harm in elections,

Church-State relations likely to be explosive issue in electiens

to Chamber of Deputies to be held probably in May or June.

A. Church-State issue will hurt Christisn Democratics.
1. Probable Christisn Democrats will not receive mmjority.
2., Therefore, new government will probably be & continmstion

of present minority ome-party government or a shaky
coaslition, '
B. MNonarchists will probably benefit most from Christisn
Pemocratic losses,
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BSC BRIEFING N 5 uarch 1988
| nmc:auagravpancs OF ITALY

| I. The trial of the Bisheép.
| A. Bishop of Prato irritated by incresasing nuasber of civil marriages.
B, Mario Bellandi, baptized Catholic But professed athelst married
12 August 195€, in civil ceremony only, Lerians Woanzisti, who
had been a practiciag Catholic.
| 1. Bishop had warmed bride to oo avail,
€. Bisbop published pastorsl letter resd to faithful on 12 Awpust 56
stating civil marriage mot marviage but “begimnisg of scantnlous
concubinage,™ calling couple public sianers, amd refusing
RMunaiatli all sscramunts,
P. Bellandi whose health had been undermined ag prisonsr of wrr and
who suffered parslytic stroke moath sfier marrisge, flled
suit for defamation.

2546 %. Bimbop, rofased to attend irim

veginning Floremce I3 Yebwusry, on grounds civil court
lscked Jjurisdictiom.
¥. 1 Sarch Bishop found gnilty of defsmation of character,

given suspeaded fine of $65 and ordered to pay trial costs.
€. 4 Barch Bishop's lawyers appealed meantence, This iz being
interpreted as recoguition of the court’s jurisdietion.
11. Party stresgths in present chamber:

Purty Seats (total 590) % Popular whte i1 '83
Cosmmniste 142 2.7

| Bocialists 78 : 12.7

\ Democrstic Soclalists 18 4.5

| Republ icans 5 1.6

f Christian Domocrats 261 40,7
Rsdicals 1 —_—

| Liberals N 3.0
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